
Cupra Raval driving report: Small rebel with a big
surcharge
Von Frank Wald

With the Raval, Cupra opens the VW Group's new electric small car family. The first
representative of the new "Urban Electric Cars" bears the name of a trendy district in
Barcelona and is set to conquer the streets with its "rebellious, urban electric character".
The front end, light signature, flush door handles and taut side lines signal, even when
stationary, that this electric car does not want to be perceived as a friendly, sensible
purchase, but as a character model with a clear distinction from its VW ID Polo and Skoda
Epiq relatives.

However, this is precisely how the Raval sets a benchmark for itself. The appearance
promises dynamism, temperament and a dose of electric exuberance. Technically,
however, this does not apply to every version to the same extent. The base in particular
quickly makes it clear that there can be a noticeable difference between appearance and
substance.

In terms of format, the Raval meets the requirements of the segment quite precisely. With
a length of 4.05 meters, it remains suitable for city driving and easy to handle without
looking like a sacrifice. The wheelbase of 2.60 meters ensures harmonious proportions
and spaciousness, the raised seating position makes it easier to keep an overview, and
the compact dimensions and available assistance systems help in heavy traffic. The car
therefore does not come across as a purely niche product for short city trips, but as a small
car that can also cope with the demands of everyday urban life without giving up its sporty
brand image.

The trunk, which is one of the model's stronger arguments, fits in well with this. Because
the new Group small cars on the MEB+ platform are now front-wheel drive again and the
rear axle remains free of drive technology, there is room for a deep load compartment. In
the case of the Raval, this is an astonishing 441 liters, a remarkable figure for this class.
The load floor, which can be locked in several positions, helps to stow luggage, shopping
or technology neatly rather than just somehow. The Raval is therefore not only visually
charged, but also well thought-out in practical terms.

The space available in the second row is less convincing. It is relatively cramped in the
rear, where tall adults can only sit comfortably for short distances. Isofix mounts on the
outer rear seats show that children have been considered as a target group, but overall the
space layout is more suited to a driver-oriented 2+2-seater than a small family car with a
high degree of versatility. Even when the rear seats are folded down, a high edge remains,
which somewhat relativizes the utility value of the interior.

The cockpit of the Raval is harmonious. Cupra combines a 10.25-inch digital instrument
with a 12.9-inch touchscreen and relies on a display that looks modern but not overloaded.
The Android-based operating system follows a familiar logic, reacts quickly and avoids the
digital nervousness that is now a permanent fixture in some electric cars. Another positive
aspect is that Cupra does not completely hide the climate and driving functions in
submenus.

However, the concept is not entirely free of contradictions. This is because Cupra once
again relies on the mix of touch slider and screen operation, for example in the VW
counterpart ID Polo, which has been abolished, i.e. on that form of digital modernity that
still looks elegant when stationary, but quickly becomes an annoying finger exercise while
driving. The car shows elsewhere that it can actually do better. The buttons on the steering
wheel, the clear structure of the center console and the overall low-distraction design
indicate that someone here has understood how car controls should work. This makes it all
the more irritating that Cupra has not consistently thought ahead when it comes to
frequently used functions.
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The car benefits most clearly where aspiration and tuning actually come together: when
driving in the more powerful variants. The top-of-the-range VZ model in particular shows
the potential of the concept. In the city, the small Stromer is nimble enough to weave its
way through gaps, the reversing camera helps when parking, and on winding country
roads it is alert, direct and surprisingly eager to change direction. The powerful
acceleration from low speeds, the precise front axle and the overall high traction give the
car a noticeably sporty agility.

The technical features of the VZ version contribute to the positive driving impression. The
electronic limited slip differential, the wider 235 tires and the adaptive suspension make
the small Stromer a surprisingly serious cornering tool. In Performance and Cupra modes,
the set-up is very firm, the steering builds up noticeable resistance and the Raval holds its
line cleanly even when many other front-wheel drive cars tend to understeer early on. The
brand's typical promise of driving pleasure is thus credibly fulfilled, at least in the more
powerful versions.

However, Cupra can also overdo it a little when it comes to sport. One press of the drive
mode switch and the Raval suddenly starts to make an acoustic noise. Even when
stationary, there is a rumble that swells into a futuristic sound when accelerating. In
addition, pedal response, recuperation and steering are so sharpened that smooth driving
becomes more of a secondary task. So it's a good thing that Comfort, Range and an
Individual mode are on board. The latter in particular is likely to quickly become a
permanent setting in everyday driving.

This is where the Raval's real problem becomes apparent. Because what seems plausible
and appealing in the VZ is much more shaky in the base model. The basic version starts
with 116 hp, i.e. 85 kW. This is certainly enough in city traffic, but it seems remarkably
restrained under such an aggressively charged body. The problem lies less in the absolute
performance than in the relationship between promise and offer. The car does not appear
underpowered in an absolute sense, but it does in relation to its self-generated theatrical
thunder.

It gets even trickier when it comes to charging. From summer 2026, the Raval will be
available in two battery variants, each with two power levels. The lower end of the range
will start with a 37 kWh LFP battery, combined with 116 or 135 hp. Above this is the 52
kWh NMC battery with 211 or 226 hp. Between 50 and 90 kW DC fast-charging power is
planned for the small battery. Given the price and competitive environment, this is
basically out of the question, especially in a car with such a charged, rebellious self-
presentation. Anyone who regularly drives longer distances or is dependent on short
charging windows will therefore hardly be able to avoid the larger battery.

This almost automatically brings us to the question of price. The entry-level price of 25,950
euros initially sounds like an acceptable door opener. However, you are not buying the
Raval that really carries the driving dynamics and emotions, but the most functional
version of the series. The advertised Cupra Raval moment is clearly higher up, with the
larger battery, more power and more powerful equipment. However, this is precisely where
the price rises noticeably. The top version we drove costs a whopping 46,525 euros - a lot
of money for a small car.

The Cupra Raval is a car with two faces. On the one hand, it is an independently designed
small electric car with a successful operating concept, a large trunk and - in the
appropriate versions - a pleasing amount of driving dynamics. On the other hand, the
entry-level version in particular reveals the price-performance discrepancy of the concept.
The Raval comes across as a small electric rebel, but in its basic form it initially remains
more of a very well staged compromise. (aum)

Data Cupra Raval VZ Extreme

Length x width x height (m): 4.05 x 1.78 x 1.51
Wheelbase (m): 2.60
Drive: Electric, 166 kW (226 hp), front-wheel drive, 1-speed automatic transmission
Max. Torque: 290 Nm
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Top speed: 175 km/h
Acceleration 0 to 100 km/h: 6.8 sec.
WLTP average consumption: 16.1 kWh
Battery capacity net/gross: 52 /55 kWh
Range (WLTP): 381 km
Max. Charging power: 11 kW AC/ 105 kW DC
Unladen weight / payload: 1615 kg / 550 kg
Trunk volume: 441 liters
Towing capacity: 1200 kg
Price: from 46,525 euros
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