
Yangwang U9: Hell's floor in a whisper
Von Wolfgang Wieland

It's not a Porsche. Nor is it a Ferrari or a Bugatti. No, it's a Chinese car that is currently the
fastest production car in the world at 496 km/h. The all-electric hypercar is called the U9
Extreme and comes from Yangwang, the luxury premium subsidiary of BYD (Build Your
Dreams).

On the oval circuit of the test track in Papenburg, Lower Saxony, the car painted black,
white and red set the high-speed record. But the Chinese didn't want to stop there; the U9
Extreme is now also number 1 on the Nürburgring's Nordschleife as the fastest production
electric car. In the "Green Hell", the e-monster with over 3000 hp took 6:59.157 minutes to
complete the 20.8-kilometer circuit. At the wheel was Rhineland racing driver Moritz Kranz,
an experienced Nordschleife driver with 10,000 laps under his belt.

These data naturally tempt the Yangwang to test itself on a race track, namely in
Zhengzhou, China. Like the U9 Extreme, the civilian U9 is certainly no ordinary car. It is a
technical demonstration of power by BYD, who want to prove that electric mobility
developed in China has reached the absolute pinnacle of performance beyond efficiency
and sustainability. With four electric motors, together generating around 1300 hp, it builds
up a power potential that surprises even experienced test drivers.

The first few meters are still silent, almost inconspicuous. But as soon as the accelerator
pedal is pressed down, a force unfolds that impresses not only through sound, but above
all through sheer acceleration. The U9 reaches 100 km/h in around 2.4 seconds at the
traffic lights. A figure known from super sports cars costing several million euros, but which
can be had in China for the equivalent of 200,000 euros. It has not yet been decided when
and at what price the U9 will come to Germany; it is likely to be 2027.

We roll out of the pit lane, the all-wheel drive system is constantly redistributing power.
Each individual motor drives a wheel separately, controlled by a complex computer model
that corrects grip, direction and inclination in real time. In fast bends, the vehicle remains
stable, neutral, almost unmoved. You can feel that the electronics are not just correcting,
but predicting. Surprisingly, the steering conveys a high degree of precision, even though
the feedback seems as filtered as is usual with digitally controlled high-performance
systems. Classic driving feel takes a back seat here, replaced by more analytical control.

The suspension works adaptively and uses an active level control system that almost
completely eliminates pitch and roll movements. The body remains stable when
accelerating hard and hardly dips at all when braking. This results in unaccustomed
composure, even at very high speeds. At the same time, the U9 remains surprisingly
comfortable on poor surfaces. The balance between dynamics and suspension is
successful, even if the unladen weight of 2.5 tons cannot be overlooked in tight bends.
Traction and agility are convincing, physical limits are carefully hinted at.

The high technical standards are continued in the interior. The cockpit consists of three
screens, supplemented by physical controls at key points. The materials have a high-
quality appearance, more functional than expressive. A clear structure, logical menus and
short response times characterize the overall picture. All-round visibility is limited, as in
many super sports cars, but the feeling of space is moderate. The seating position is low,
the steering wheel is compact and the focus is clearly on control.

The high-voltage battery with a usable capacity of 80 kWh is part of the load-bearing
structure. This provides stability, but also mass. The range under realistic conditions is
between 400 and 450 kilometers, again depending on driving style and temperature. The
system can charge with over 350 kW, which means that the battery can be filled to 80
percent in just under 20 minutes under ideal conditions. This does not play a decisive role
in everyday life; the U9 is not a touring car, but a fun vehicle for extreme acceleration and
precise driving dynamics.
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The brake system with ceramic components shows no weaknesses even during repeated
high-speed braking. The pedal feel remains clearly defined, the pressure point stable.
Recuperation and mechanical deceleration work in close coordination, with clean
transitions. This demonstrates the maturity of the overall system: performance, control and
energy recovery are seamlessly interlinked.

Acoustically, the U9 remains restrained. The artificially generated driving sound in the
interior is a little annoying, but it dispenses with spectacular simulations. This supports the
matter-of-fact character of this exceptional car. Only the massive acceleration forces
remind you that physical limits are being pushed here. Anyone exploring the limits will
sense that it is not emotion but calculation that rules. The appeal is not created by drama,
but by precision; a rare approach in this vehicle class.

Ultimately, the Yangwang U9 shows how far electromobility has moved away from pure
practicality. The engineers have dispensed with nostalgic echoes of the combustion
engine tradition and developed a vehicle that delivers technical prowess without
gimmickry. It is not a pioneer for the masses, but an experimental vehicle at series
production level.
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